
Old stories from the young

The power and value of people talking across generations 
to learn from each other can never be overstated. This 
book is a living history of people and a tangible outcome 
of an amazing project. When Ascham girls were visiting 
older people as part of the Holdsworth Volunteer 
Program, it was realised that there were many 
interesting tales to tell. So began the ‘book project’ 
which led to thirty one interviews being conducted, 
recorded and written up. There are stories of 
wartime Europe, conflicts closer to home, happy 
times in pre-war Sydney, fascinating careers, the 
pleasures found in travel, music and grandchildren 
and the warmth of long-lasting relationships. 
Whether they travelled across continents to get 
here or grew up just around the corner, each one 
of these everyday, but never ordinary people has 
a story.
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